Acknowledgements

HE Philippine Human Development Report

is a collaboration of many individuals and

organizations who developed the theme

and concept of the report, undertook sev-
eral background studies, combed through numerous
scholarly publications to strengthen evidence, and re-
flected on the implications of the changing nature of
socio-economic mobility in the country. The Human
Development Network (HDN) expresses its deepest
thanks to all who collaborated at various stages in the
preparation of this report, a process that was far from
straightforward given the challenge of linking theoret-
ical concepts with empirical evidence on the theme of
social mobility.

This Report is the fruit of five years’ work led by Em-
manuel de Dios, HDN president, and Philip Tuano, project
coordinator, who collaborated in managing the Report’s
production and the writing of the theme chapter. Toby
Melissa Monsod, former HDN project coordinator, con-
tributed significantly in conceptualizing the framework
and ideas in the Report and in refining the empirical re-
sults. Arturo Martinez, whose early research on income
mobility provided the impetus to early drafts of this
Report, also provided meaningful inputs; the empirical
analysis in the theme chapter owes much to the data
that he provided. Lawrence Dacuycuy of De La Salle Uni-
versity was a valuable resource person in refining and
interpreting the underlying econometric results.

A first step in the preparation of this report was an
inception workshop in April 2015, where a number of
participants, many of whom are distinguished individ-
uals in the academic and civil society fields, contributed
thoughts on wealth creation and inequality. The insights
and comments in the workshop provided direction for the

themes subsequently explored in the Report. We espe-

10 ‘ PHILIPPINE HUMAN DEVELOPMENT REPORT 2020/21

cially acknowledge the comments and suggestions from
Joel Rocamora, former Secretary, National Anti-Poverty
Commission; Maria Socorro Gochoco-Bautista, Profes-
sor, University of the Philippines Diliman; Cielito Habito,
Professor, Ateneo de Manila University; Marina Durano,
now with Open Society Foundations; Ronald Mendoza,
Professor, Ateneo de Manila University; and Roehlano
Briones, Senior Research Fellow, Philippine Institute for
Development Studies.

The initial concept note for the Report was subject to
painstaking review by the HDN’s Executive Committee
(Execom) during several meetings in February, May, and
July 2015, while various background papers and drafts
of the Report were evaluated and assessed in addition-
al meetings held in November 2016, April and Septem-
ber 2017, and February 2020. The contributions and ad-
vice given by Execom members Romulo Virola, Karina
Constantino-David!, Gelia Castillo*, Fernando Aldaba,
Winfred Villamil, and Erlinda Capones are gratefully
acknowledged. The participation of HDN founding presi-
dent Solita Monsod proved especially helpful in sharpen-
ing the ideas in the report.

Many ideas contained in this Report come from
background papers that helped shape the writing of
the draft. The following authors who contributed back-
ground papers are gratefully acknowledged: Lawrence
Dacuycuy, Professor, School of Economics, De La Salle
University, who wrote the paper on social mobility in the
labor market; Aleli Kraft, Professor, UP School of Econom-
ics, on socio-economic mobility and health; Mary Race-
lis, Professor, and Skilty Labastilla, Instructor, Ateneo de
Manila University, on social capital; Art Martinez, on the
provincial estimates of income mobility; and Edita Tan,
Professor Emeritus, University of the Philippines, togeth-
er with Charles Siriban, on the mobility and education.



Additional comments were provided by the re-
viewers of background papers: Leonardo Lanzona,
Professor, Ateneo de Manila University; Maricar Gin-
son-Bautista, Professor, Ateneo de Manila University;
Zita Albacea, Professor, University of the Philippines
Los Banos; Alvin Ang, Professor, Ateneo de Manila Uni-
versity, and Ser Pena-Reyes, Assistant Professor, Ate-
neo de Manila University.

For their patience and perseverance even beyond
their formal contract engagement, we thank former HDN
research associates, Paolo Adriano, now with the Asian
Development Bank, and Rene Panti, nowwith Innova-
tions for Policy Action, who not only ran quantitative
assessments to verify statements in the Report but also
assisted in crafting the language and the look of the Re-
port. Adriano finalized the draft of the Progress of Prov-
inces Chapter and prepared the Statistical Annex, with
the support of Sharon Faye Piza.

Our appreciation also goes to to Yvonne Chua, our
editor, and Ed Davad, our layout artist, who guided the
shaping of this Report’s final appearance and who pa-
tiently worked with the editorial and writing team over
these past years. The administrative and financial as-
sistance given Hubert Dolot, Raizza David, Justin Mae
Dublin, and Nicola Fionna Delos Santos, our project as-
sistants during these years, have smoothened the pro-
cesses and activities in producing the Report.

Our thanks also go to the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme, especially Titon Mitra, the previous
country coordinator, now with UNDP Myanmar and his
staff, Maria Luisa Jolongbayan, program manager, and
Lyndon Pajaro, program assistant, for their financial sup-
port and understanding given the significant time need-
ed to produce this Report. We thank Secretary Karl Chua
of the National Economic and Development Authority

who provided the foreword of this Report.

Finally, we dedicate this Report to our executive
committee members, Gelia T. Castillo, and Karina R.
Constantino-David, who were lost to us during the
years this Report was being prepared. May this Report
inspire future academics and activists to aspire for
greater economic and social opportunities for all Fil-
ipinos, which we believe has been the lifelong work of

Gelia and Karina.

HDN Executive Committee
Emmanuel S. de Dios, President
Cynthia Rose B. Bautista, Vice President
Fernando T. Aldaba, Secretary
Winfred M. Villamil, Treasurer
Erlinda M. Capones, Auditor
Gelia T. Castillo*

Karina R. Constantino-David*
Michael L. Tan
Romulo A. Virola

PHILIPPINE HUMAN DEVELOPMENT REPORT 2020/21

11



